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Cultivating the Community Newsletter 

Dear Fellow Gardeners, 
September is a time of transition and reward in the 
garden. It brings the joy of final harvests alongside 
the cool, crisp air that signals the start of autumn 
preparation.  
Key September Garden Tasks 

 Harvest Crops: Gather your remaining 
summer vegetables like tomatoes, peppers, 
and beans. 

 Plant Spring Bulbs: Start shopping for 
daffodils, tulips, and crocuses to plant 
before the ground freezes. 

 Save Seeds: Let mature flowers go to seed 
so you can collect them for next year. 

 Water Wisely: Keep giving plants steady 

moisture, especially during dry spells, but 

ease up on heavy pruning and high-nitrogen 

fertilizers. 

 

September finds the club very busy with numerous 

activities in which I hope you will become involved. 

 

Please see below for the upcoming events. Your 

help is greatly needed and would be much 

appreciated. 

 

Best regards, 

 

Kim Morgan 

 
Please find the SSGC 2026 schedule of events 

listed below: 

- September 9: District 2/3 Annual Meeting 
(Hosting) 
- September 15: Meeting 
- September 26: Haven Borough Day 
- October 17: Canal Day (Pine Grove) 
- October 20: Meeting 
- November 17: Meeting 
- December (TBA): Christmas party 

 

 

Club Monthly Meeting Past 
August 18, 2026 

 
Program: 

 “Club Picnic”  
 
 
 
 
 

Ardella Newswanger hosted our annual picnic in 
her native plant gardens at her home on Dad 
Burnham Road. What a lovely time was had by all.  
The setting in her gardens was relaxing and the 
weather cooperated.  The food was goodness 
taken from our gardens and bountiful.  Ardella took 
us on a tour of her gardens.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Monthly Meeting 
            September 15, 2026 

 

http://www.southschuylkillgardenclub.com/


Program: “Daffodil Lady” 
 
Jackie Dievert, Master Gardener with PSU and, 
affectionately called the Daffodil Lady, will speak 
on daffodils and worm composting. 
 
 Refreshments:  Patti Schuettler, Jane Yeasted, 
Nancy Russial. Sue Williams 
 
Sept 9 District II/III Annual Meeting 

Sept 18 Decorate Schuylkill Haven Railroad Station                                                                          
Sept 26 Schuylkill Haven Borough Day 

 
 

ARDELLA NEWSWANGER RECEIVES 2026 

HELEN MOYER 

CURBSIDE BEAUTIFICATION AWARD 

  The South Schuylkill Garden Club held a summer 

picnic at the property of Ardella Newswanger 

located near Pine Grove.  Ardella led a tour of her 

property and was surprised by both Jane Kruse and 

“Porcupine Pat” McKinney who interrupted her 

tour to present her with the award.   

     

  In receiving the sign, Ardella was visibly moved.  

Jane Kruse said, “This award is presented once a 

year to someone whose property really stands out.”  

Club president Kim Morgan agreed and added that 

“Ardella has done much for her property from 

planting native trees to native flowers.”  

 Her property is located along Dad Burnham’s Road 

outside of Deturksville.  It features an active Kestrel 

box and a good variety of planter beds.   

 Helen Moyer was a long-time club member, 

past president, and active gardener with her 

property just outside of Friedensburg.  Kim Morgan 

added, “It is only fitting that we name this award 

after Helen as she was an inspiration to many 

gardeners.” 

 

District 2/3 Meeting 

September 9, 2026 

 

The District 2/3 annual meeting is almost here, 

and I personally cannot wait for September 10. 

If you haven't heard, the registration fee for 

members of this club to attend is $25.00. I truly 

hope that you can attend. 

 

We need your help orchestrating this event. It 

has been in the planning stages since January, 

and now it is crunch time. A number of 

roadblocks have been put forth, but we will 

persevere. 

 

If you are attending, your help is greatly 

needed. We will be gathering at 8:30 AM at the 

Walk In Art Center. We won't have access to 

the inside until 9:45 AM if all goes well. 

 

If you are bringing supplies for the event, 

please pull into the courtyard between the 

buildings off the alley. We can unload at the 

back door onto carts and take the elevator up. 

We can also use that initial time to post the 

small American flags around the grounds 

outside to note the entrances and parking. 

 

Once inside, it will be a rush to set up the table 

decorations, beverage bar, dessert bar, 



registration table, microphone, and the special 

table required by the district. 

 

Again, your help is needed, as many hands 

make short work for all. 

Special Note: Floral arrangements need to be 

made for the upcoming District 2/3 meeting. 

Members are invited to help on September 8 at 

2:00 PM at the following location: 

Kathy Townley 

120 Shoreline Drive 

Pine Grove, PA 17963-7936 

 

Registration: Please mail your reservations to Linda 

Bollinger 552 Schwartz Valley Road Schuylkill 

Haven, PA 17972-9012 No payment will be taken at 

the door. Please make check payable to South 

Schuylkill Garden Club (SSGC) In the amount of 

$25.00 per person.   Payable by August 31, 2026 

 

Schuylkill Haven Borough Day 

 

I would like to share a few updates and upcoming 

volunteer opportunities as we prepare for Borough 

Day: 

- Baked Goods: We are looking for baked goods to 

sell at Borough Day, and all donations would be 

greatly appreciated. 

  - Jam and Jelly Donations: Carol, Linda, and Kay 

have been busy making jam and jelly. If anyone 

wants to donate fruit for the jam, it would be 

greatly appreciated. 

  - Dried Flower Bunches: Now is the time to 

harvest and dry fall flowers to sell as bunches at 

Borough Day. Gathering and arranging the bunches 

of dried foliage will be done on September 23 at 

9:00 AM at Kathy Townley's home. A big thank you 

goes out to Kathy for providing her facility for these 

events. 

  - Railroad Station Decoration: As one final note, 

we will decorate the Railroad Station for our space 

at Borough Day on Friday, September 18 at 9:00 

AM. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support and help. 

 

 

PSU Master Gardeners Series 
 

The Penn State Master Gardeners invites the South 
Schuylkill Garden Club to a series of free 
information sessions at Cressona Agway, 22 S. 
Second Street, Cressona. 
The sessions are held on the second Saturday of 
each month from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 
 
Here are the upcoming topics: 
 
September 12 - Cover Crops with Greg and Dawn 
Fisher 
October 10- Preparing Your Garden for Winter with 
Kitty Murray 
November 14 - Bonsai with Nick Watt 
 
The sessions are free and open to the public. 
Hope to see some of our members there! 

 

 

Plant Sale 

Although the plant sale seems to be far off since it is 

not until May of 2027, it is never too soon to start 

planning. Please take a look at your gardens and tag 

plants that will make good candidates for the sale. 

 

Native plants are always in great demand. I have 

attached Jeanne's list to help you identify those 

natives. 
 

 

 

Jeanne Z’s Garden 
 



Please find below a list of native flowering 

plants provided by Jeanne Z. Jeanne is hoping 

that members will consider growing and 

sharing these natives for our upcoming plant 

sale. 

Natives 

Asters: 

 New England 

 Smooth 

 Sky blue 

 Big Leaf 

 Heath 

 Crooked Stem 

 Calico 

 Heart Leaved 

 White Woodland 

 Stores 

Weed: 

 Butterfly 

 Common 

 Whorled Milk 

 Showy Milk 

Lily: 

 Carmassi  

 Turks Cap 

Cone Flower 

Black Eyed Susan 

Bergamot: 

 Monarda Punctata or Dotted Mint 

 Monarda Fistulosa 

 Marada Didyma 

Pen Stemson 

Cup Plant 

Senna 

Goldenrod: 

 Stiff 

 Ohio 

 Showy 

 Blue Stem 

 Anis Scented 

 Zigzag 

Tall Blue Larkspur 

Baptisia or False Indigo 

Coreopsis: 

 Stiff 

 Lance leaf 

 Rose 

Phlox 

Bottle Gentian 

Amsonia 

Joe Pye Weed 

Cardinal flower 

Blue Lobelia 

 Iris: 

 Wild 

 Blue flag 

 Virginia 

Iron Weed 

Obedient Plant 

Black Cohosh 

Goat beard 

Columbine 

Gild Ginger (USA) 

Foam flower 

Mayapple 

Wild Geranium or cranesbill 

Jacobs Ladder 

Bleeding Heart (Native) 

Fern: 

 Cinnamon  

 Ostrich 

 Maiden Hair 

 Lady 

Helenium 

Turtle head 

Jack in the Pulpit 

Swamp Rose Mallow 

Rose Campion 

Wood Poppy 

Oat Grass 

Filipendula Rubra or Queen of the Meadow 



 Nurseries 

 Prairie Nursery 

 Prairienursery.com  

 8004769453 

 

How to mulch your garden beds without 

harming plants 

 

Here are some helpful tips on how to properly mulch 

your garden beds and borders. If you notice any bare 

soil, applying mulch is a great way to retain 

moisture, suppress weeds, and moderate soil 

temperature. 

 

Here are a few key guidelines to keep in mind: 

 

  - Choose Natural Materials: Shredded bark, wood 

chips, straw, and pine needles are excellent choices 

because they improve the soil as they decompose. 

Wood chips are highly recommended because they 

turn into rich humus, feeding your plants while 

holding moisture effectively. . 

  - Avoid Synthetics and Dyes: It is best to avoid 

plastic sheeting, shredded tire rubber, and dyed 

mulches, as these can contain toxic compounds, 

lead, or heavy metals, and do not benefit the soil. 

Note that gravel and stones are only recommended 

in fire zones, as they absorb heat and can scorch 

plant roots.           . 

  - Apply the Right Amount: An ideal depth for mulch 

around plants is 3 to 4 inches. 

  - Keep Your Distance: Always keep the mulch a few 

inches away from plant stems and tree trunks to 

allow for air circulation. Avoid "volcano mulching" 

(piling mulch against the trunk), as trapping 

moisture against the bark can cause rot and slowly 

suffocate trees. The flare at the base of a tree trunk 

should always remain visible. 

  - Timing: The best time to mulch is after the danger 

of frost has passed but before weeds have emerged. 

Applying it too early can trap cold temperatures in 

the soil and slow growth, while waiting too long risks 

soil erosion and weed proliferation. 

 

In addition to protecting your plants, a fresh layer of 

mulch gives your garden a beautifully polished look. 

 

Excerpts for this article were taken from 

Lancaster Farming, and the article's author is 

Jessica Damiano. 



 


