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Cultivating the Community Newsletter

Dear Fellow Gardeners,
There is something magical about this time of
year—when the soil finally wakes up, the birds

return, and the first hints of green peek through
the mulch. It's a gentle reminder that even after

the coldest winter, life finds a way.

As we look forward to a new growing season, |
want to thank you for being part of this
community. Whether you are managing acres
of flowers, tending to a small veggie patch, or
nurturing indoor plants on a sunny windowsill,
you are making the world a brighter, more
sustainable place.

In this issue, we're sharing tips on prepping
your soil, early seed starting, and a "love letter"
to the perennials that keep coming back to
greet us.

Happy Planting!

Kim

Please find the SSGC 2026 schedule of events
listed below:

- May 16: Plant Sale

- May 19: Meeting

- June 16: Meeting

- July 21: Meeting

- August 18: Picnic

- September 9: District 2/3 Annual Meeting
(Hosting)

- September 15: Meeting

- September 26: Haven Borough Day
- October 17: Canal Day (Pine Grove)
- October 20: Meeting

- November 17: Meeting

- December (TBA): Christmas party

| would like to extend a sincere thank you to
everyone who helped make our Tea such a
success.

As we know, holding this social event involves
a significant amount of effort, and your
assistance was much appreciated. We did
things a little differently this year by hiring a
caterer to help lighten the load. However, even
with the catering, there was still a great deal of
work to be done. It is true that many hands
make light work, and your help ensured both
the event and the cleanup went quickly and
smoothly.

Your support is greatly appreciated once again.

April 21, 2026
April Membership Tea
“Tranquility Tea”

Thank you Nancy and Jane for the photos.
Below are some of the many photos taken
by Nancy and Jane.


http://www.southschuylkillgardenclub.com/




Plant Sale

As the weather turns warmer it is to get
into those gardens and transplant
perennials into pots for the plant sale.

May 15 Set Up/Drop Off for Plant Sale
Friday, May 15
10 AM to 2 PM

May 16 Plant Sale
Saturday, May 16
8 AM tol PM
Bubeck Park/Stoyer’s Dam
Schuylkill Haven

In addition to digging in the gardens and
potting specimens, we need your help with the
upcoming plant sale. We are looking for
volunteers to assist with the setup, operation,
and cleanup.

Please let us know your availability for the
following shifts:

Friday Sign-up Slots:

-10:00 AM —12:00 PM:

- 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM:

Saturday Sign-up Slots:

- 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM:

-10:00 AM —12:00 PM:

- 12:00 PM - 2:00 PM:

Please come forward and let us know which
times work best for you so we can finalize the
schedule.

Thank you for your support!



May 19, 2026

Program 6:30 PM:
“Using Natural Dyes Taken from Our Gardens”

Margi Wright a member of the BAAhd Girls Sheep to
Shawl Team will take us through a participation
demonstration with use of

natural dyes.

Refreshments: Karen Huff,
Kim Morgan.

“SLEEP, CREEP, LEAP”: The rule of thumb
for native gardens

Tanya Kucak

A properly planted native garden often starts out
looking sparse and fills in gradually. At first, most of
the growth is below the surface. It may look like
nothing is happening, but the extensive root
system that makes many natives drought-tolerant
takes time to get established. It may take two or
three years before you see significant growth

above ground.

The rule of thumb for native gardens is “sleep,
creep, leap.” The first year the plants sleep, the
second year they creep and the third year they
leap. This applies especially to slow-growing plants
such as manzanitas, mahonias and other shrubs,
but it also can apply to perennials, grasses and
vines. (The “sleep, creep, leap” rule applies to

selected non-natives as well.)

Patience is a good quality to foster if you're
growing native shrubs or perennials. The reward, in

return for two to three years of care, is a garden

that ever after doesn’t require nearly as much care
or water as a garden planted with more demanding

choices.

| am writing to share some information
regarding crevice gardening, a form of rock
gardening that is becoming increasingly
popular.

If you are interested in building a crevice
garden, here are the key steps and
requirements to consider:

- Location: Choose an area with full sun, away
from large trees whose roots could disrupt the
garden.

- Terrain: The garden can be created on flat
ground or a slope, but it must be kept away
from areas where water naturally pools.
Excellent drainage is essential.

- Size: For both aesthetic and functional
purposes, the minimum recommended size is
4x6 feet.

- Supplies: You will need coarse builder's sand
and flat, irregular, locally sourced stones.

3/8 inch stone, enough for a 4 inch layer,
smaller irregular stone.

Construction Steps:

1. Define and Dig: Define the outside edge of
the crevice garden and dig down 6 inches
along that edge. Clear the soil from the middle
of the area.

2. Lay the Sand: Lay the sand down, spreading
it about 3 inches deep at the edges and 6
inches deep over the rest of the area.

3. Set the Stone: Start laying the flagstone on
end, angled at about 10—-20 degrees. Begin in
the middle and work outward. Scoop the sand
out of the way to set each stone, then push the
sand back around it.

4. Spacing: The crevices should be 1 to 2
inches wide. Remember to leave some pockets
for larger plants and mix in smaller boulders as
you go.

5. Final Layers: Fill the sand up to 4 inches
from the top of the stone. Then, spread about 2
inches of 3/8-inch stone over the sand.



Planting Process:

- Purchase plants in small containers and try to
bare-root them before planting.

- Move the stone to set the roots into the hole,
being careful not to dig into the soil below, and
backfill carefully.

- Fill more 3/8-inch stone around the plant up
to the crown.

- Use a smaller irregular stone, such as poultry
grit, as a top dressing.

Care and Maintenance:

- Watering: Water well once all plants are in,
and water again two hours later. You may need
to water 1-2 times a week over the next few
months to help the plants establish.

- General Upkeep: Maintain the garden by
keeping it clear of leaves. Periodically cut back
plants and ensure all pruned material is
removed.



