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FUN FACTS ABOUT December 

1. Google was formally incorporated as a 
company on September 4, 1998. 

2. Pepsi was first served in December 1891. 
3. The first Nobel Prizes were awarded on 

December 10, 1901. 
4. The film Avatar was released on December 

18, 2009. 
5. December 13 is recognized as National 

Cocoa Day in the United States. 
6. December’s full moon is known as the Cold 

Moon. 
7. The Mona Lisa was recovered in December 

1913. 
8. December’s birth flower is the narcissus.  
9. December is the most popular month for 

engagements, with Christmas Eve being 
the most popular day. 

10. The first text message sent was Merry 

Christmas in December 1992. 

11. December 25, Christmas Day, is the only 

holiday that is a federal holiday in the 

US. 

12. The Christmas song Jingle Bells was 

originally a Thanksgiving song. 

13.  In the US, more pizza is consumed during 
December than any other month. 

14. Thomas Edison made the first 

demonstration of electric illumination on 

December 31, 1879. 

15. The first game of basketball, a sport 
invented by Dr. James Naismith, was 
played in December 1891. 
 

November 18, 2025 
 

Program: “Winter Greens Workshop”  
 

At this workshop we created an eye-
catching centerpiece using a birch log base. 
The log was filled with conditioned greens 

that will last for weeks.  
 

Thank you to Carol Haldeman and Jeanne 
Zulick for refreshments. 

 
 

Holiday Decorating 
Easy Holiday Centerpieces 

 Nestle evergreen boughs and pine 
cones into a wide-mouth vase, bowl 
or basket, and center it onto the 
table.  Individual pine cones can 
later be used as place cards for 
seating guests.  

 Magical forest.  Use greens and 
silver conical party hats to turn a 
table or sideboard into a veritable 
evergreen forest.  Arrange them on 
a blanket of faux snow or white 
confetti. 
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 Freshly selected flowers from a 
florist or the supermarket can be 
cut and placed into an unusual 
display container, such as a holiday 
themed mug or punch bowl.   

 Birch wood cut into varying heights 
mingled with white candles that 
mimic the shape and scale of the 
wood.   

 Lemons, pears, or pomegranates 
look festive in a bowl interspersed 
with some greenery. 

 Cornucopia filled with flowers, fruit 
and greenery is eye catching.   
 

Transforming Fallen Leaves into 
Valuable Leaf Mold for your 

Garden. 
 

Push a 3 -inch layer of leaves into 
the beds and boarders of your 
garden to serve as root protection 
and insect shelters for the winter.  
When the leaves decompose, they 
will add nutrients to the soil, which 
will fortify your plants in the spring.  
Other leaves might make it into 
your compost pile to make “black 
gold.”  But there is another use for 
fallen leaves that might have 
escaped your notice: leaf mold.   
 
Benefits of Leaf Mold: 
Easier than composting, but 
similarly beneficial, leaf mold 
contains only one ingredient- 
leaves.  The leaves increase 
moisture retention in sandy soil, 
improving drainage in clay soil, 
regulate soil temperature, and 
suppress weeds when applied over 
the soil in beds and boarders.   
As far as nutrients go, composting 
wins, but leaf mold is no slacker.  It 
supports earthworms, beneficial 
insects and soil microbes and 
boosts the health and vigor of 
plants.   

Nearly any type of leaves can be 
used to make leaf mold.  Caution-
do not use black walnut leaves.  
Walnut leaves contain a chemical 
called juglone that is toxic to some 
plants.   
How to make leaf mold: 
1. Decide where to contain it.   

a. Chicken wire 
surrounding a pile of 
leaves works well 

b. Contractor-grade trash 
bag with many holes cut 
into the plastic for air 
circulation. 

c. An ordinary compost bin 
works. 

2. Add leaves lasagna-style to 
container, alternating with a 
sprinkling of water, and 
optional light application on 
nitrogen fertilizer. 

3. Check the leaf pile every couple 
of weeks and water as need to 
keep it lightly moist. 

4. In spring it should resemble 
humas, dark, crumbly, nutrient-
rich organic matter.  

5. Spread your leaf mold 
throughout your beds and 
borders as you would mulch or 
compost and add some into the 
potting mix in your containers.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christmas Party 

December 3, 2025 

5:30 PM 

Summit View 

Theme: Christmas Festive Flowers 

Thank you to the committee for making 

this Christmas Party so Special. 

Photo from the Christmas party/ 85 years 

of operation: 

 

 

Past and current presidents: 

 

 

 

Jane provided a historical review of 

theclub’s 85 years:  

 

 

Out going officers will leave us with some 

big shoes to fill: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeannie was recognized as a club member 

for her 60 years dedicated service to the 

club:   



 

 

 

2026/2027 slate of officers: 

 

 

Commissioner Padora and Hess present 

proclamation to the club for the 85 years of 

service to the community 

 

 

 

District II/III installed officers for 26/27: 

 

 

 

 



Jeannie did the honors of cutting the cake: 

 

 

Proclamation from Schuylkill County: 

Tackle fall Gardening Chores for an Easier 
Spring 

There are several chores that can be 

completed in the fall that will make your 

spring job much easier.   

 

 Pulling weeds by their roots in the 

fall will dramatically reduce their 

reappearance when the weather 

warms up again. 

 Rake beds and boarders were 

fungus, black spot or mildew 

disease emerged this past year.  

This will help prevent the 

pathogens from taking hold in the 

soil and infecting next year’s 

plants. 

 Dispose of leaves in the trash or 

compost pile. 

 Disinfect tomato cages and plant 

stakes before storing in a solution 

of 1 part bleach and 9 parts water 

or spry with a household 

disinfectant. 

 Clean, sharpen and oil tools now so 

they will be ready when you start 

up again the spring.   

 If you are planning another bed for 

next year, define the future bed 

and cover the area with large 

pieces of cardboard or thick layers 

of newspaper, using staples or 

rocks to hold it in place.  Then, 

cover it with a few inches of mulch 

or compost.   

 Clear out spent vegetable beds, 

then lightly turn the soil 

incorporating compost, well-rotted 

manure.   

 Plant flower bulbs into ground.  

The longer you wait, the bigger the 

risk of delayed blooms, but you can 

keep planting as long as the soil is 

soft.   

Merry Christmas  

Happy New Year 
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